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Consideration of report from Department of Natural Resources regarding a citizen petition 

to amend the rule governing the issuance of nuisance wild animal control permits to reduce 

conflicts of interest; Administrative Cause No. 15-039D 

 

The Committee consisted of the DNR’s Chief Legal Counsel, Joe Hoage, Mark Reiter, the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) Director, and Linnea Petercheff, Operations Staff 

Specialist with the DFW.  

 

The DNR does not perceive this issue as a conflict regarding the issuance of the permits, and that 

this is a local issue that should be addressed with the town council. The DNR believes that 

adding this requirement would be over-reaching on the state’s part; this is simply a local issue.  

This petition assumes there are violations or problems with council members, but this has not 

been proven.  Furthermore, changing the rule regarding this permit would affect all other permits 

issued for this purpose, and this has not been an issue with other permits. It could also severely 

limit the number of people that are able to take the deer for that community or landowner, and 

the deer are already causing damage to property.   Please note that landowners that request 

permits are allowed to take deer under that permit, in addition to the assistants (shooters).    

 

Additionally, the DNR may propose rules that are based only on the welfare of the wild animal, 

the relationship of the wild animal to other animals, and the welfare of the people pursuant to IC 

14-22-2-6(b). This proposed language does not meet these criteria, since the number of deer, 

method of taking the deer, and disposal of the deer are specified on the permit to ensure the 

humane taking and disposition of the animals and safety of the public.  

 

The DNR allows shooters to participate under a permit to take deer as long as they are requested 

by the landowner or tenant and are in compliance with the hunter education requirements in IC 

14-22-11-5 (those born before December 31, 1986 are exempt from passing a hunter education 

course).  

 

In conclusion, the DNR does not believe that a change is needed to prohibit employees, elected 

or appointed officers from participating in the taking of deer under a special control permit. 

 

Attached is a copy of Charles and Mary Chuman’s citizen petition submitted by David G. Clark, 

Attorney, Canalia & Clark. 
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